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There have been instanceswherethe use of accepted engineering practiceas
acodeenforcement tool hasbeen confusing. For example, inspectorshave on some
occasi ons cited aesthetic provisions contained in referenced standards, rather than
theprovisionsfor which the standard isbeing referenced.

Theintent of the Uniform Construction Code (UCC) isto €liminate obsol ete,
conflicting, and unnecessary congtruction regul ationsthat tend to unnecessarily increase
congtruction codts. Inorder to eiminate any possible confusion regarding the proper
use of accepted engineering practice, thefollowing guidelineshave been established:

1. Intheabsenceof provisionsnot specifically contained in any subcode, the
specificationsand standards|isted in each subcode, or itsappendix herein
adopted, shall be deemed to represent accepted engineering practice. For
example, pandinginasngle-family homemust bemadeof aClassli1 materia
and tested in accordancewithASTM E84. Thetype of paneling (walnut,
cherry, oak, etc.) isinconsegquential to conformancewiththe UCC.

2. Intheabsence of such standards, manufacturers' recommendations shall
constitute accepted engineering practice. When productsare not specificaly
addressed by the adopted codes or referenced standards, they should be
ingtdledinaccordancewith manufacturers recommendations. Manufacturers
recommendations are a so enforceablewhen they aredirectly cited inthe
adopted subcode. This occurs quite often in the Mechanical Subcode.
Specific exampleswherethe Mechanica Subcoderefersto manufacturers
recommendationsinclude Section 603.10for clearance to combustiblesfor
heating ducts connected to afurnace, Section 304.1 for mechanica equipment
installations, and Section 801.5for installation of specia vent systems.

3. Accepted practiceand industry standards areto be employed inthe absence
of provisions not contained in the adopted codes, referenced standards, or
manufacturer’srecommendations. The Building Subcode permits specia
sructuressuch aschemica plants, packing plants, grain elevators, refineries,
and flour millsto be constructed in accordance with recognized practices
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BULLETIN NO. and requirementsof thespecificindustry. For example, automobileassembly
plantswould have adifficult timein conforming to the Building Subcode's

travel distancerequirementsfor egress.

94_ 9 Accepted practice and industry standards also apply to certain elevator
devices. Theelevating and conveying devices described in Section 3005.4 of the
Building Subcode, which are not included within the scope of the Elevator Safety

Subcode, areunder thejurisdictiona authority of the construction officia. For such

devices, the Building Subcode permitsthe employment of industry standardsand, in
their absence, manufacturer practices. For such projects, theelevator subcodeofficia
can most appropriately advisethe construction officia asto whether or not thereisa
need for specia technica services, inaccordancewithN.J.A.C. 5:23-2.19 and 2.20.
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